

Cycle A                           Sept. 13, 2020


The 24th Sunday in Ordinary Time







Title:  Growing Freedom and Light through the call of Compassion and Forgiveness

Theme: Taking Forgiveness the Wrong Way – literally!!?
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Title:   Apology on the “Wall of Shame” in Vancouver, Canada          Note:   Created after the riots in the city of Vancouver after the Stanley Cup loss in 2011.
Date:  2011        Medium:  Mural
  Place: Vancouver, British Columbia    Country:  Canada


Story:  What do you do with a Problem?
    Author:  Kobi Yamada    Illustrator: Mae Besom
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     Sunday Gospel                                                                    		MT. 18:21-35                                                                                                            
Key Verse:  "Lord, if my brother sins against me, how often must I forgive?
As many as seven times?" Jesus answered, "I say to you,                                                                                    not seven times but seventy-seven times.
Peter approached Jesus and asked him,
"Lord, if my brother sins against me,
how often must I forgive?
As many as seven times?" 
Jesus answered, "I say to you, not seven times but seventy-seven times. 
That is why the kingdom of heaven may be likened to a king
who decided to settle accounts with his servants. 
When he began the accounting,
a debtor was brought before him who owed him a huge amount. 
Since he had no way of paying it back,
his master ordered him to be sold,
along with his wife, his children, and all his property,
in payment of the debt. 
At that, the servant fell down, did him homage, and said,
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back in full.'
Moved with compassion the master of that servant
let him go and forgave him the loan. 
When that servant had left, he found one of his fellow servants
who owed him a much smaller amount. 
He seized him and started to choke him, demanding,
'Pay back what you owe.'
Falling to his knees, his fellow servant begged him,
'Be patient with me, and I will pay you back.'
But he refused.  Instead, he had the fellow servant put in prison
until he paid back the debt. 
Now when his fellow servants saw what had happened,
they were deeply disturbed, and went to their master
and reported the whole affair. 
His master summoned him and said to him, 'You wicked servant! 
I forgave you your entire debt because you begged me to. 
Should you not have had pity on your fellow servant,
as I had pity on you?'
Then in anger his master handed him over to the torturers
until he should pay back the whole debt. 
So will my heavenly Father do to you,
unless each of you forgives your brother from your heart.
Making the Connections for Catechists:
           We’ve got problems! We all have problems!  We have problems in our country right now, we have problems in our church right now, and we have problems with our earth right now too.  There are problems in our communities and problems in our families.  Maybe in reality what unites us as   human beings is that we get problems.  Maybe it is just part of the human condition.  This is exactly the truth that Jesus is trying to teach his apostle and best friend Peter.  Eventually Jesus anoints Peter to be the leader.  Peter he calls ‘the rock’, “upon this rock I build my church”.  It seems to be important to Jesus that leaders know how to solve problems as they will appear.  Jesus tells a story to illustrate the way or “rules’ of the kingdom of God in solving problems.  As Jesus says over and over again, the way of the kingdom of God is not of this world.  What Jesus calls Peter and all his followers of today is a way that is truly out of this world. 
 In the culture of the first century the division of class was separated by those who owned property, a very few, and those whom rented from the landowner.  The renters were put in a very vulnerable position to the land owners.  The land owners asserted their power over all who were ‘subject’ to them for the ‘privilege’ of a home and land.   There was a lot of abuse in this system.  Thus, in Jesus’ story he sets up how those who have power are to be in relationship to the vulnerable.  He tells the story of the problems of a landowner and his shocking response in offering compassion and patience with his tenants. This was far from typical.  Peter as leader of the church is to act in this atypical way in regards to problems and forgiveness. 
 In the context of the problems in this story, Peter brings up the question of forgiveness.  He stretches himself beyond the norm, to say to Jesus he would be willing to forgive someone seven times.  Aren’t I getting it Jesus, Peter implies!  Jesus sets him straight and offers Peter a baffling response.   Seven is the symbol of perfection in the day.  So, when Jesus says seventy times seven he is saying, “Peter you and your followers are to forgive perfectly!” which means wholeheartedly and endlessly.  You are never to withhold forgiveness no matter what, ever!!!! 
In the story the tenant doesn’t offer compassion in return to one who owes him.  He does not lead by forgiving as he has been forgiven.   The result is bondage and suffering, big problems.  Jesus explains we will suffer when we don’t forgive our brother and sister, let alone those that owe us.  The state of unforgiveness binds not just the debtor, but the one who is called to forgive.  Therefore, facing our problems is sooo important.  Jesus is trying to get this through to Peter, as to how he is to lead.  With mercy and forgiveness, as Peter too will need it, even as a leader.  
In the gospel story the brokenness trickles down affecting the entire community.  In our children’s story, “What do You do with a Problem?” we are offered an illustration as to what happens when we don’t face what we need to.  And that includes whether we started the problem or not.  If we don’t face it, it grows into something much bigger than we when it began.  This is what happens when we chose not to forgive. Problems are part of being human, we all make mistakes.   Peter will need to lead and heal the community in the midst of problems.  Like our story shows, in facing into our problems we will always be held with a love that raises us up.   And then we too can raise up others.  Like Jesus, and like Peter, we too will free and unbind, through the embrace of compassionate forgiveness. We can grow light. Wow, now that is out of this world!  
Making the Connections for Children:
1) Can you remember the last time you had a problem?
2) What did it do to you?
3) How did your problem make you feel?
4) How does the boy in the story feel about his problem?
5) Peter comes to Jesus with a problem, what does Jesus do?
6) In the story Jesus tells what does the landlord do to the person who he has a problem with?
7) Where does it go wrong for this person?
8) What does the landlord offer? What does the tenant offer?
9) How did the tenant take forgiveness in the wrong direction?
10) What did the boy take his problem in the right direction?  
11) Do you think resolving his problem will involve forgiveness?
12) Which way spreads freedom and light?
13) Which way will you choose?








Bullet Points for Parents:
· We’ve got problems! We all have problems!  We have problems in our country right now, we have problems in our church right now, and we have problems with our earth right now too.  

· There are problems in our communities and problems in our families.  Maybe in reality what unites us as human beings is we get problems.  Maybe it is part of the human condition?

· This is exactly what Jesus is trying to teach his best friend, Peter.  Eventually Jesus anoints Peter to be the leader, Peter he calls ‘the rock’, “upon this rock I build my church”.  

· It seems to be important to Jesus that leaders know how to solve problems as they appear.  As usual, Jesus tells a story to illustrate the way or “rules’ of the kingdom of God.  

· In the culture of the first century renters, the many, were put in a very vulnerable position to the land owners, the few, who asserted their dominance and power over them. Tenants were ‘subject’ to them for the ‘privilege’ build their homes/families and work the land for sustenance.
  
· Thus, in Jesus’ story he sets up those who have power, and how they hold it in relationship to the vulnerable, into accountability.  Leaders need to get this.

· In this context, Peter brings up the question of forgiveness, he does not expect to get an answer from Jesus that is out this world.  Thus, he stretches beyond the norm himself, to say basically Jesus I would be willing to forgive someone seven times.  Aren’t I generous Peter implies! That makes me a patient and compassionate person. 

· Jesus sets him straight and offers a response that had to baffle peter.  Seven is the symbol of perfection in the day.  So, when Jesus says seventy times seven he is saying, “Peter you and your followers are to forgive perfectly!” which means wholeheartedly and endlessly.  You are never to withhold forgiveness no matter what, ever!!!! 

· Peter as a leader is to operate with the same standards as God the Father in regards to love and forgiveness.   The state of unforgiveness, binds not just the debtor, but the one who is called to forgive.  Therefore, facing our problems is soo important.  

· Our children’s story, “What do You do with a Problem?” offers us a beautiful illustration as to what happens.  As our story shows when facing into our problems we will always be held with a love that raises us and others up.  We will grow and bring light into the world.  A light that will dispel all darkness.  Wow!  During all those clouds, darkness and problems who ever would have guessed we could do that.  Now that sure is “Good News”!!!
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[bookmark: _GoBack]Question of the Week:  What difference can you make in choosing to face and tackle a problem?  How like Jesus will you offer compassion and forgiveness to find your way through?
Gospel Qualities:                compassion         forgiveness
Additional Family Activity:  Challenge each other to face a problem together or individually.  At the end of the week share with each other what happened as a result.  Did you find a way through?  Did you grow light?  How does it feel? What did it do for others, for your family, your greater community?  How will you make forgiveness and compassion a family practice? 
Cycle A                                                                       Biblical Background  The 24th Sunday of Ordinary Time                             MT 18:21-35
Geographical Location: Takes place in Capernaum at Peter’s house.  It is set near the end of Jesus’ ministry in Galilee and before he heads to Jerusalem and all that lies ahead of him there. 
Terms:  Parable- A Parable to be a Parable must have a shocking element that arrests our attention and leaves the mind in doubt as to its precise meaning. Parables allow us an insight into the mind of Jesus as he crafts stories that demand our attention and theological consideration.  He uses hyperbole and exaggeration to make his point.  
Tenant/landlord- In the first century very few people owned land.  Therefor most people lived in a debtor relationship to the owner of the home in which they lived. The landlord had the right to “lord’ over them.  Most of the population lived in this kind of relationship of being lorded and were in a most vulnerable relationship as to living quarters for their family.  Jesus is speaking to Peter who will be the first leader of the community Jesus is shaping.  Jesus gives him two examples of how to lead, one like his heavenly Father who offers undeserved and limitless freedom from debt owed.  And one like the religious leaders of the day who tended to “lord’ their authority over those whom were entrusted to their care and protection.  Jesus uses this everyday example that all would understand, the precarious and vulnerable the relationship of tenant to landlord, to teach Peter how he is to “lord’ or lead.  Peter, like their heavenly Father, is to lead with an endless supply of limit- less and unbinding abundant love and forgiveness.  
Cultural Insights: The characters in the story grab our attention as do the fantastic amounts of money that are bandied about.  The first servant owes the master 10,000 talents.  That amount is equivalent to 15 years for daily wages, or over 150,000 days’ work!  The servant begs for mercy and receives it from the Lord.  No more debt for you or your family, all is completely forgiven.  That same person goes home and throttles a neighbor who owes him a small amount (in comparison), only one hundred days’ worth of wages.  He has just had 150,000 years of debt wiped away and is throwing a neighbor into debtor’s prison until this lesser debt is covered.  Of course, his behavior is reported to the Master!  This is unjust and the master orders a correction.  The first character faces torture until the debt is paid.  This is impossible in the real world but becomes a compelling story in the context of the Parable.
Insight into Meaning:  Peter understands Jesus’ teaching about reproving others when they sin.  The process of discernment has been established in the Jewish scriptures.  Peter wants to know more.  What does Jesus really expect from his disciples?  If a brother sins against him as many as seven times, is he still going to be expected to forgive?  In his day, the Rabbi’s taught that you are required to forgive the sin of one against another to the third offence.  Peter attempts to take the teaching to the next level, surely Jesus will be impressed. Peter is willing to forgive seven times!  Seven is a Biblical number of perfection and completeness that the Jewish person knew to be the number they related to God.  Peter is willing to forgive as much as the Father. Jesus challenges Peter.  No, he insists, not seven times but 70 times 7.  490 times!  That kind of forgiveness could take a lifetime.  Forgiveness in the Kingdom of Heaven is going to be limitless. 
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Written by Kobi Yamada =% Illustrated by Mae Besom

Creators of the New York Times Best-selling Book What Do You Do With an Idea?
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