


     Cycle C                           Feb. 3, 2019


          The 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time  







Title:  Daring to Stand Out for Others

Theme:  Honoring our loved ones who make unique contributions to the world, or not!?
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Title:  Guarding Words and Actions                                                                         Date: 2009       Artist: Stephen Poff                                          Medium:  Photograph


Story:  Snowflake Bentley                                 Author:  Jacqueline Briggs Martin Illustrator: Mary Azarian  
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SUNDAY GOSPEL
 LK 4:21-30

Jesus began speaking in the synagogue, saying:
“Today this Scripture passage is fulfilled in your hearing.”
And all spoke highly of him
and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. 
They also asked, “Isn’t this the son of Joseph?”
He said to them, “Surely you will quote me this proverb,
‘Physician, cure yourself,’ and say,
‘Do here in your native place
the things that we heard were done in Capernaum.’”
And he said, “Amen, I say to you,
no prophet is accepted in his own native place.
Indeed, I tell you,
there were many widows in Israel in the days of Elijah
when the sky was closed for three and a half years
and a severe famine spread over the entire land.
It was to none of these that Elijah was sent,
but only to a widow in Zarephath in the land of Sidon.
Again, there were many lepers in Israel
during the time of Elisha the prophet;
yet not one of them was cleansed, but only Naaman the Syrian.”
When the people in the synagogue heard this,
they were all filled with fury.
They rose up, drove him out of the town,
and led him to the brow of the hill
on which their town had been built,
to hurl him down headlong.
But Jesus passed through the midst of them and went away.



Making the Connections for Parents and Catechists:
	One can tell a lot about a town and a family by how they treat their own.  In today’s story and gospel, we see two very contrasting responses by townspeople as to how they honor the “stand-outs’ of their community.  In the gospel story Luke tells us that at first Jesus’ community is “wowed” by him.  They recognize him as Joseph’s son.  The expectation in Middle Eastern culture was that he would carry on the carpenter business.  They can see there is something different about Jesus, the words of scripture gracefully flow off his lips. They aren’t just words, they are “in” him somehow.  They have heard that he has been healing people and working miracles in other towns. 
 In the words of the scroll that Jesus read he tries to explain to them his God given call and purpose.  He is trying to say.  “I do not come on my own or do these works on my own. It is our heavenly Father who has sent me.  I am not the first one sent as a prophet among you.  Jesus refers to other prophets from their history that have also worked miracles outside their communities, Elijah and Elisha.  God calls prophets to share his love, healing and life with the whole world. There are no boundaries to where God can go, his love is to be spread.  Prophets always come to tell us this. 
	 Jesus’ town’s people react violently to his explanation.  Jesus is turning their comfort zone upside down.  This is ‘their’ God that Jesus is talking about, and Jesus is Joseph’s boy, the carpenter.  If Jesus doesn’t comply with tradition they want him out of here.  They can’t open their minds and hearts to the freedom and healing that is being offered to them through Jesus.  Therefore, Jesus can work no miracles in his very own community.
	In our story Willie Bentley’s happiest days were snowstorm days.  He had been given an unusual gift of wonder and appreciation of beauty.  Using a microscope, he discovered that no two snowflakes where ever alike, although all crystals where formed in the shape of a hexagon.  “The intricate patterns were even more beautiful that he had imagined”, the story tells us.  In those days in the 1860’s no one really cared.  People were too busy farming to take time out to think this was very important. “Snow in Vermont is as common as dirt”, people would say.  Meanwhile Willie persevered knowing this would be his gift to the world.  
	Willie’s parents believed in him and spent their savings to buy him a camera. Eventually many universities bought his slides as did researchers, artists and designers.  He spent a great deal on his work and never received back his financial investment.   Any study of ice, snow and crystals begins with his book and photographs.  Unlike Jesus, Willie’s family and townspeople eventually embraced his book and photographs.  Like Jesus there were many skeptics at first. Today in his town in Vermont they built a monument for Willie in the town center, “Snowflake Bentley”, Jericho’s world-famous snowflake authority.  How do we love and support those with unique gifts around us?  How might we work to appreciate that each of God’s children are like snowflakes, made uniquely with great love and care?  How might we ourselves find the courage to follow God’s spirit from within, trusting that we each have a gift to give?   Our gifts are not just for our families or communities, but for the life and healing of the world.  How might we encourage each other, celebrate and honor the unique calls of those we love, even when at the time, we don’t fully understand?
Bullet points for parents:
· Jesus and Snowflake Bentley have a lot in common.  They both followed their inner inspirations to bring forth their unique calls and gifts.

· Many don’t understand what is driving them, especially those that are closest to them.

· For them both their passion and message are not well received by their communities.

· Both make a lasting and significant contribution to the world that is ground-breaking.

· For both their communities aren’t quite ready for their contributions.

· Both are isolated and mistreated by those that they love the most.

· Over time people’s eyes are open and great and lasting contributions are given by them both.  This is what it means to have prophetic gifts.

· Prophetic gifts tend to be not so much for the immediate community that surrounds the person but have a greater purpose for the whole world.

· How can we grow an awareness in our children to be more aware and supportive of unique and exceptional gifts in others and in our family?
Making the Connections for Children:
1) Who has lived where there is snow?
2) Do you remember what it’s like looking at individual snowflakes on windows?
3) Did you find them magical?
4) What things do you find magical that maybe no one else notices the way you do?
5) Is it hard to share your excitement and wonder?
6) Do you know people that “see” things that you don’t really notice or get excited about?
7) How do you treat them?
8) How was Snowflake Bentley treated?
9) Did his family understand and help him?
10) How about Jesus, how was he treated?
11) Did his family and friends understand and support him?
12) How can you work to listen more carefully and openly to people who see new perspectives and have unique gifts?
13) How can you encourage others to do so as well?
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Question of the Week: Can you identify someone that has a gift or insight that might be more fully understood in the future?  How can you make an effort to offer encouragement and appreciation?
Gospel Qualities:  tolerance for uniqueness          following God’s leadings
Additional Family Activity:  Make a collage of all the people that made unique contributions to the world?  Talk about as a family the way their contributions have made the world a better place for those who come after them.


Biblical Background                                     Cycle C
The 4th Sunday of Ordinary Time                 Luke 4:16-30
Geographical Setting:                                                                               Nazareth – a small village located just off the major trade route of the ancient Near East known as the Via Maris or The Way of the Sea.   This trade route allowed access to travelers coming north from Egypt and South from Damascus.  A well-travelled and watered way to journey in the ancient world of Jesus. This scene continues from last week in the synagogue in Nazareth.  This is one of the seven synagogues located in Galilee in the time of Jesus.  
Terms:                                                                                                                                   Son of Joseph - Nazareth is the village where Jesus was “raised” from about the age of 7 until the opening of his public ministry at the age of 30.  He would have been well known in the village.  He was the only son of Joseph and Mary and would have been trained up to follow in his father’s footsteps as a “teknon”.  Sons were expected to carry on their father’s work.  The title of the ancient work done by a general contractor who could work equally well with stone and wood.  Most buildings were made of stone.  Jesus would have mastered this craft by his middle teen years.
Cultural Insight:                                                                                                        Jesus is invited to read and comment upon a portion of the prophets.  He found his way to Isaiah 61.  The prophetic text of Isaiah was copied from scroll to scroll.  The scroll of the prophet Isaiah is known to have been 36 feet long.  Jesus reads from the end of the prophet’s text.  It would have taken awhile for him to roll the scroll out to find the proper text for that Saturday morning service.   This helps build tension of anticipation.  Jesus does not read to the end of the passage he has chosen and then proclaims that the text he read, which imagines the work of Messiah to complete, has been fulfilled in their hearing!  He just claimed that he was the Messiah in the synagogue in Nazareth!  This is quite shocking to those who hear him make this bold statement.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Insight into Meaning:                                                                                                       “All spoke well of him” –  A better translation of the original language would be “all spoke about him, a person they knew well”.  This would suggest that they knew Jesus and he was not a candidate for the role of Messiah.  “They were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips”.  Again, in translation they were shocked that such blasphemy could flow so smoothly from the lips of Jesus to the ears of those in the synagogue that morning.
The Response-  The words of Jesus explain the violent response of those in the synagogue.  Nazareth was always a hotbed of political revolution.  Hot heads rise up and drive him out of the synagogue and out of the town with the implied intention of pushing him over the cliffs.   Jesus realizes their intent and says “enough” with the authority of a full-grown man.  The Result - Jesus is rejected in his hometown.  He takes his Mother Mary and moves to Capernaum where he will move into the home of Peter and Andrew and their father John.
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Jacqueline Briggs Martin  [llustrated by Mary Azarian





image3.jpeg
PP N TIA vem





