


Cycle C                                Oct. 20, 2019

  The 29th Sunday in Ordinary Time






Title: Prayer, Cleverness and the Support of 
Each Other Perseveres and Protects

Spirituality Theme: Swimmy and the widow show bravery, with ingenuity and team work troubles can be overcome.
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Title:  Jacob Wrestling with the Angel                   Artist:  Marc Chagall, 1887-1985

Story: Swimmy by Leo Lionni
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Sunday Gospel:  The Persistent Widow                                                               Lk 18:1-8
Key verse: The Lord said, "Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. 
Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night? 

Jesus told his disciples a parable
about the necessity for them to pray always without becoming weary. 
He said, "There was a judge in a certain town
that neither feared God nor respected any human being. 
And a widow in that town used to come to him and say,
'Render a just decision for me against my adversary.'
For a long time the judge was unwilling, but eventually he thought,
'While it is true that I neither fear God nor respect any human being, 
because this widow keeps bothering me
I shall deliver a just decision for her
lest she finally come and strike me.'" 
The Lord said, "Pay attention to what the dishonest judge says. 
Will not God then secure the rights of his chosen ones
who call out to him day and night? 
Will he be slow to answer them? 
I tell you, he will see to it that justice is done for them speedily. 
But when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?"





Making the Connection for Catechists:
[bookmark: _GoBack]The story of Swimmy and the Widow help us to realize that in the face of grave difficulties perseverance pays off.  The widow has a need that is not being responded to by a hardened, uncaring authority figure, and a dishonest judge.  The widow can see beyond things as they appear and believe a new reality could emerge for her despite no support and terrible circumstances.  She does not give up and does not become weary.  Her perseverance taps into another motive for the heard hearted judge, to respond to her need not because of justice or care, but to get rid of her.  She uses his own weapon against him – fear.  In this story Jesus is again like a few weeks ago, encouraging his followers to be crafty and to not give up in pursuing God’s reign here on earth.
Prayer provides the inspiration that offers a creative response to restore order and safety for the widow, her family and her community.  Swimmy suffers like the widow from a loss of safety in the relationship of the community and her family.  Swimmy in fact is widowed, as all her family and community fall to be eaten by the big tuna fish.  She wanders for a long time isolated and alone much like the widow.  Swimmy also like the widow through perseverance eventually sees new possibilities.  Prayer gives us the grace as the widow to see new possibilities for justice and wholeness.  The widow wins a judgment while up against seemingly impossible circumstances and through her safety and order is restored.
Swimmy’s perseverance leads new possibilities and hope.  A new world is created through all the fish working together.  The community, peace, protection and relationship are restored.  Much like the way God desires us to be as the Body of Christ.  Working together in hand with each other forms strengths for action and a way of protection in the world.  
I think this is what Jesus is calling forth when he says, “Will there be faith on earth.”  Faith brings about new arrangements of old realities. Faith brings forth new life and a new order for all of God’s created world.  Let’s hear it for the perseverance of Swimmy and the widow.  The faith and restoration of peace and justice for then and now, brings about a lot to celebrate!







Bullet Points for Parents:  
The story of Swimmy and the Widow help us to realize that in the face of grave difficulties perseverance pays off. 

The widow has a need that is not being responded to by a hardened, uncaring judge.  The widow can see beyond, she believes a new reality is possible. 

She does not give up and does not become weary.  Her perseverance taps into a new motive for the judge, to get rid of her. 

She uses his own weapon against him – fear.  In this story Jesus again encourages his followers to be crafty, pursuing God’s reign in the now.

Prayer provides inspiration for a creative response to restore safety for the widow and her community.  Swimmy suffers from a loss of safety too.                                                                                                        

Swimmy in fact is widowed, all her family and community were eaten by a big fish.  She wanders for a long time isolated and alone much like the widow.  

Prayer gives us grace, like the widow, to see new possibilities for justice.                                              The widow wins a judgment while up against impossible circumstances. Her safety is restored.

Swimmy’s perseverance leads to new possibilities and hope.  A new world is created through all the fish working together.  

Much like the way God desires us to be as the Body of Christ.  Working together hand in hand forms strength for action and protection in the world. 

This is what Jesus is calling forth when he says, “Will there be faith on earth?”  Faith brings about new arrangements of old realities, a new order. Wow! 

Making the Connections for Children:
Have you ever believed in something so much you fought for it?
How do you think prayer works?
How do you think Swimmy felt when her family and community were taken from her?
How do you think Swimmy got the inspiration to create a new reality that would keep her safe?
How might God want to work with each of us in our brains, muscles and hearts to bring about the right things.  
What does God provide, and what do we provide?
What did the widow restore?  Did it bring more safety into the world for others?
What kind of good things can happen when we work with God and one another in partnership?
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Question of the Week:  As a family talk and pray about a problem or situation that you want to see changed with your whole hearts.  Explore if through God’s eyes you can begin to see some new arrangements that could make a difference.

Gospel Character Traits:            Perseverance                Prayer

Additional Family Activities:   How might you offer your gifts to God, your family and community to bring about a new world picture for the problem you identified as a family.  Look for families who have worked together on a problem or issue.  What kind of a difference did they make?  What did it do for them as a family?  How did being a family with a mission enrich their lives as a family, how did it enrich the community?
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and when they had learned to swim like one giant fish, he saic




