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The 2nd Sunday of Easter 






Title:  It Now Takes Two
Theme: Jesus Risen now relies on our Belief                                               in Action to Activate Grace
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[Click for smaller image view]]Title:  The Incredulity of Thomas    Artist: Buoninsegna di Duccio
Date:  1308-1311   Function: Oil Painting for Altarpiece 
    Building:  Museo dell’Opera del Duomo         Place:  Siena, Italy
Story:  Press Here
Author and Illustrator:  Herve Tullet
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Sunday Gospel                                                                 JN 20:19-31
On the evening of that first day of the week, 
when the doors were locked, where the disciples were,
for fear of the Jews,
Jesus came and stood in their midst
and said to them, "Peace be with you."
When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side.
The disciples rejoiced when they saw the Lord.
Jesus said to them again, "Peace be with you.
As the Father has sent me, so I send you."
And when he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them,
"Receive the Holy Spirit.
Whose sins you forgive are forgiven them,
and whose sins you retain are retained."

Thomas, called Didymus, one of the Twelve,
was not with them when Jesus came.
So the other disciples said to him, "We have seen the Lord."
But he said to them,
"Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands
and put my finger into the nailmarks
and put my hand into his side, I will not believe."

Now a week later his disciples were again inside
and Thomas was with them.
Jesus came, although the doors were locked, 
and stood in their midst and said, "Peace be with you."
Then he said to Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands,
and bring your hand and put it into my side,
and do not be unbelieving, but believe."
Thomas answered and said to him, "My Lord and my God!"
Jesus said to him, "Have you come to believe because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and have believed."

Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples
that are not written in this book.
But these are written that you may come to believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God,
and that through this belief you may have life in his name.





[bookmark: readingssignup][bookmark: CP_JUMP_149242]Making the Connections for Parents and Catechists: 

Can you imagine what it was like to be one of Jesus apostles in these days.  Talk about intense.  Imagine if you sat down filled with joy expecting things to go as usual.  Then in the middle of dinner Jesus proclaims Judas will betray him.  After dinner Jesus stops to pray in the garden.  Soldiers come and he is arrested.  And then Peter, the one left to lead, tries to step in, and his ear is cut off by a soldier.  Not the night you were expecting!  It all went haywire from there, or did it?  Now in this gospel story, placed every year on the first Sunday after Easter, the apostles are gathered probably for the first time, trying to grasp what has transpired.  Jesus arrested, tried, crucified and buried. Now word comes he has risen.  What can that mean? 
In today’s Sunday reading, right after Easter, we find the apostles hiding and huddled with their heads spinning.  What do we do? – Who are we now?? Then, demonstrating otherworldly powers, Jesus comes into the room and through a closed door.  They are incredulous with joy.  They are reunited and the whole family is there, all but one, Thomas is missing.  Things are so new and different.  How do we explain this?   With their heads spinning they get their first try when Thomas returns.  Thomas doubts their story, you can’t blame Thomas, this is unbelievable!
What happens next many Catholic scholars call the initiation of the apostles to priesthood.   We can also see it as the initiation of all believers through baptism to priest, prophet and king.  Jesus appears to Thomas who with his sight alone, still still cannot’ believe.  Jesus invites him to touch.  To touch him in his wound.  This invitation of Jesus, goes out to us all, activating the mission of the apostolic church.  It takes two now, Jesus is experienced not in the flesh but in Spirit.  We are now Jesus’ activators and transformer’s.  Believers in Jesus through faith and action, we become the movers of grace in the world.  
Our book “Press Here”, helps us to understand Thomas’s experience as Jesus invited him to “Press Here” in his wound and believe!  Thomas’ belief and action activated for the life of grace.  Press here invites you to touch a lot.  Are you ready? Let’s do it!  Press the dot and turn the page. Do it again.  Now rub the one on the left. Gently. Now the one of the right… Magic!  Your willingness and action to reach out and touch creates movement.  Grace is activated.  Your action sets a whole lot of dot’s in motion, and the world as well.  
To this day Thomas’ belief put into action set a whole new world in motion.  In the gift of God through Jesus, this life-giving capacity to touch the wound of those all around us, in on the move.  We now are God’s touch in the world, and we are now Grace Movers.  We.ve got the power!  Let’s grow belief all around us to restore the broken hearted.  Let’s do it and then do it all over again.  And again, and again.  Wow look the whole world is moving and rising in God’s love and life.  And that’s the Point- or the Dot!  Ready…. Press Here!! 


Bullet Points for Parents:
· Can you believe in that short week leading up to Easter all that the apostles had experienced?  It all began when they went up to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover feast.  At this yearly dinner they expected things as usual, then Jesus predicts Judas’ betrayal.

· On a walk after dinner Jesus stops to pray in the garden.  Soldiers come and Jesus is arrested!  Peter tries to step in and has his ear cut off by a soldier! Unbelievable!

· From there all goes haywire, or does it?  Now in this gospel story, placed every year on the first Sunday after Easter, the apostles are gathered for the first time, trying to grasp what has transpired.  Jesus arrested, tried, crucified and buried.  And Risen, what??  

· The apostles hiding and huddled with their heads spinning.  What do we do? – Who are we now?? Then, demonstrating otherworldly powers, Jesus comes into the room and through a closed door.  They are reunited and incredulous with joy, the whole family is there, all but one, Thomas. Things are wildly different.  How do we explain this?   

· They get their first try when Thomas returns.  You can’t blame Thomas, can this all be believable?  What happens next scholars call the initiation of the apostles to priesthood.  

· We can also see it as the initiation of all believers through baptism to priest, prophet and king.  Jesus appears again and to Thomas who with his sight alone, still cannot believe.  Jesus invites him to touch.  To touch him in his wound. 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]This initiation of Jesus goes out to us all, activating the mission of the apostolic church.  It takes two now, Jesus is experienced not in the flesh, but in Spirit.  The Spirit of Jesus is now to reside within us through the sending of the Spirit.  Now believers in Jesus become the activators and transformers, the movers of God’s grace in the world.  

· Our story, “Press Here”, echo’s the Thomas’s experience.  As Jesus invites him to “Press Here” in his wound and believe belief and action are activated as the path of ministry. 

· Press here invites you to touch a lot.  Are you ready? Let’s do it!  Press the dot and turn the page. Do it again.  Now rub the one on the left. Gently. Now the one of the right… Magic!  Your willingness and action to reach out and touch creates movement.  Grace is activated.  Your action sets a whole lot of dots in motion, and the world in motion as well.  

· We now are God’s touch in the world, and we are now Grace Movers.  We’ve got the power!  Let’s do it and then do it all over again.  And again, and again.  Wow look the whole world is moving and rising in God’s love and life.  And that’s the Point- or the Dot!  Ready…. Press Here!!
Making the Connections for Children:
1)  Our story begins with just a circle, can a small drop make a difference?
2) When you drop a rock in a still pond what happens?
3) Have you ever watched the ripple effect until the water becomes still again?  How far does the movement reach?
4) In our story what is the reader invited to do?
5) By ‘pressing here’ what happens? When you press again what happens?
6) What does Jesus invite Thomas to do?
7) What does Thomas’ response activate?
8) Do the apostles learn what they need to do to activate belief now that Jesus is risen?  Is it different than before?
9) How has the requirements of their involvement changed? 
10) What happens from here to the apostles?  Have their roles changed?  Is it all up to them now?
11) What does Jesus promise them?
12) Belief takes action and it activates movement, which stimulates growth, how does that work for the circles in our story? What does this Thomas principle that Jesus demonstrated teach us about our role as a disciple of Jesus for today?
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Question of the Week:  Talk as a family about how you participate in activating the Catholic Christian Faith.  Brainstorm examples of people in your parish who activate and grow faith.  How do they do it, how might you?
Gospel Character Qualities:           Belief in Action                        Growth
Additional Family Activities:  1) Take time to find articles about how Easter was celebrated in Catholic communities around the world.  2) Explore the origins of Catholic schools, hospitals and organizations in your diocese.  Most often they were built by Catholic religious communities of sisters.  Find out who they were and learn their stores about where they came from.  How little did they start with, and how has their mission grown? Make a list of these centers of education, health care and social services in your area.  Explore the histories of these centers and the differences they have made for your city and state for the common good.  Take time to write some thank-you notes to those who continue to care for these centers thanking them for their faith in action that activated the Christian faith in your community.
Biblical Background                                                    Cycle B                                                     2nd Sunday in Easter                                                      JN 20:19-31
Geographical Setting:                                                                                                                                                                           The scene is set in the walled city of Jerusalem, possibly the same room that the Last Supper would have been held in.   John notes here that the Eleven were hiding to protect themselves against attacks from fellow Judeans who did not believe in Jesus.  The locked doors have no relationship to Jesus’ ability to penetrate them without opening them.
Terms:                                                                                                                                                                              Doubt- It’s important to realize that all the writings and theology in the Gospel of John were written after the church had been around for 60 years.  As John recounts the Resurrection he deals immediately with this issue of doubt.  A second generation of believers were now the majority population of the church at this time.  John speaks to them through this story.  How can one believe if they haven’t seen?  John reminds them that he was in the tomb that morning and attests to the fact that it was empty.  And he was in the Upper Room to witness the appearance of Jesus.
Belief- John lays a foundation here for what it means to believe and the natural struggle that belief involves.  Struggling to believe is a given in this story.  Through Thomas John is affirming searching faith.  Like Thomas we should use all our human resources to explore the realities of faith.  Jesus calls forth followers who are awake and engaged fully in belief.  There is little strength or weight in what would be a weaker statement of faith.  Thomas comes to full consent after exploring seeing the risen Jesus.  This is the kind of faith that is being encouraged of the early Christian community.     
Cultural Insight: Two things are important here that have been already mentioned.  The idea of being in the closed room.  This is a rare and unsafe situation in Middle Eastern society.  A locked room is a place where secrets were kept. Most gatherings in the Middle Eastern culture are held in open rooms in which children were free to run and explore.  Consider for instance a typical Eastern Orthodox Church service which is rich with traditional and solemn rites; yet the children run freely around the sanctuary.  This reflects a carryover of Middle Eastern culture.   There are no secrets or closed doors. In this account the disciples are hiding.  They are directed by Jesus to prepare for a mission.  A mission that will take them out, and the mission of Jesus with them.                                                                                                                                         
Insight into Meaning: This passage reveals insights into the workings and ways of the resurrected Jesus.  This event marks the beginning of the church; as the apostles are filled with the Holy Spirit and are sent forth to do the works of God.  John explains that the mission of Jesus is to follow God through great humiliation and suffering and in doing so to conquer sin and death.  The risen Jesus has now conquered and transcended death.  He has returned from the grave to proclaim life and to impart his life through the Holy Spirit being breathed upon the Apostles.  Now the Apostles can walk in union with the Father like Jesus.  This reading is central to the mission of Jesus. The church is made up of the people of God, and we are all called to go out on mission.  “As the Father has sent me so now I send you”.  We are challenged to leave the room that had been filled with fear. Empowered by the Spirit and filled with peace, we can now take the message of God’s love to the eventual ends of the earth                                                                                                                                                   
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